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Sir: 



Pursuant to the duty of disclosure embodied in 37 CFR §1.56, Applicant wishes to 
formally bring to the attention of the Examiner the following patents, publications and/or 
other information: 

The references are listed on the attached Form 1449 and copies are attached hereto. 



Express Mail Label No. EL984270070US Date of Deposit September 1 2, 2003 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the United States Postal Service 
"Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service under 37 CFR §1.10 on the date indicated 
above and is addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450. 
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The following references were cited by the German PTO Examiner as general 
technical background only and none of them are pertinent to the present invention. 

1. DE 195 31 201 Dated 02-27- 1 997 

2. DE 1 97 27 32 1 Dated 1 1 -26- 1 998 

3. DE 39 42 432 Dated 05-23-1991 

Enclosed are copies of U.S. Patent No. 6,068,555, which corresponds to DE 
19531201, and U.S. Patent No. 6,176,784, which corresponds to DE 19727321. 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as an 
admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as 
defined in § 1.56(b). 

It is believed that no fee is required for consideration of the submitted items. Should 
any fee be required, however, please charge such fee to Deposit Account No. 23-3030, but 
not to include any payment of issue fees. 
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considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.qov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
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TO: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 
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